
Brief Talking Points  
 
1.  The Cloud Foundation is dedicated to keeping wild horses running free on our 
public lands and this has been a slippery slope for us because the Bureau of 
Land Management has been removing our American mustangs by the 
thousands. 
And the taxpayer is footing the bill for this destruction of an American Icon. . .the 
wild horse. 
Taxpayers are paying $100,000 a day to feed over 30,000 incarcerated wild 
horses. 
The reason BLM gives for these drastic removals is that the horses are starving 
but judge for yourself. 
The horses are fit and in some cases too fat, yet they are removed largely to 
make room for cattle grazing. 
Itʼs interesting and shocking to note that the people permitted to run their cattle 
on our public lands pay only $1.35 per cow/calf pair per month. 
These horses in holding are not safe-- the BLM proposed killing them and then 
held off due to public outrage last year. 
Secret BLM planning documents exposed earlier this year detail conversations 
on how to kill horses right after they're rounded up, how to dispose of bodies 
without coming under NEPA and water rights regulations etc etc 
 
2. And even the most famous wild horse herd in the world wasnʼt immune from 
BLMʼs managing to extinction scenario. 
The round up in the Pryor Mountains where Cloud lives was just a disaster for the 
wild horses- and it is only the tip of the iceberg. 
In 95 degree temperatures wild horses were driven 10-15 miles down a rocky trail 
by a helicopter from their gorgeous sub-alpine meadows down to the desert 
5,000 feet below. 
Some of the horses were under a month old. They were so lame they could 
barely walk. This was unthinkably cruel and completely unnecessary. 
57 mustangs lost what they value most . . .their freedom and their families. - 
This leaves a non viable herd of just 125 in all of Montana. 
This is the home of Cloud, featured in the PBS Nature programs, the third of 
which will air on Oct. 25th-- many of the horses featured in this new show now 
wait in holding pens near Lovell, WY 
 
3. We need to pass the ROAM Act (S. 1579) that is the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee. 
The new Act would allow for the incarcerated wild horses to roam free again on 
some of the 19.4 million acres stolen away from them since 1971. 
These lands were their identified, legally designated home ranges that have been 
emptied of horses. 
Open the gates, put them back. Call your Senators and tell them to vote for this 



new law. 
Otherwise, there may be no wild horses on our Western landscapes and that 
would be a tragedy for the horses and for the generations of children who will 
never know that something so beautiful once roamed in the wild west. 
 
4. Advocates will be meeting in Washington DC on Sept. 29th for "Mustangs on 
the Hill" an event to push passage of the ROAM act, including a press 
conference in the morning. 
There is also a BLM public advisory board meeting in Arlington, VA on Sept. 
28th. Please come to both! 
 
More info at www.thecloudfoundation.org 
call with any questions! 719-633-3842 


