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Secretary of Interior, et al.,
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DECLARATION OF RANDALL READER

I, Randall Reader, do declare as follows:

I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein and if called to testify I could and
would testify competently thereto.

1. I am currently the Field Staff Ranger for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Winnemucca District Office.  I have served in this position since January 6, 1999.

2. I serve as the Program Lead for the Law Enforcement Program in the Winnemucca
District Office, supervising two other law enforcement officers and also conducting my
own patrols, in addition to other administrative duties.

3. I was assigned to provide law enforcement support to the Tuscarora Wild Horse gather on
July 6, 2010, when BLM posted its temporary closure notice.  With the temporary
closure, I prepared the notification to the public that was posted on each side of the
temporary closure area on public lands.

4. On July 6, 2010, I personally posted the west side of the gather closure area, with two
other BLM staff, while the Midas Fire Crew posted the east side.

5. On July 7, 2010, I conducted law enforcement patrol of the gather area.  I was not present
on July 8th, but I again provided law enforcement support from July 9th through July 23th

for gather operations.

6. I received notification that the temporary closure had been lifted on Friday, July 16,
2010.  On July 16 and 17, I personally removed a portion of the closure notices on the
west side, and the remainder I directed Law Enforcement Officer Mike Kizorek to
complete removing.  All of the closure notices had been removed from the west side by
Sunday morning.  For the east side, on Saturday, July 17, 2010, I asked Ranger Robert
Dockery from the Elko District Office to remove the public closure notices.  He informed
me on Sunday, July 18, 2010, that he had completed removing them.

7. As part of my duties and responsibilities in providing law enforcement support to the
gather operations, Chief Ranger Mike Marquart and myself arranged to have an Elko
County Sheriff’s Deputy on-site on Saturday and Sunday, July 17-18.  We requested this
presence because the gather operations were located on private lands and the landowner
had explicitly restricted access to his private lands to BLM and gather contractor staff.
As we had information indicating that individuals had stated on their blogs that they were
planning to come to the gather site on those days, we felt it was more appropriate for
private land issues to be addressed by the county sheriff’s office, rather than by federal
law enforcement.

8. On the morning of Saturday July 17, 2010, I received a call from Ken Miller, District
Manager, that there were some individuals at the Elko office who intended to go to the





gather site.  I therefore called the Sheriff’s dispatcher and requested that the Deputy or
Deputies who  were already scheduled to come to the gather site arrive early as there
might be individuals who were intending to access the gather site over private lands.  I
further suggested it might be advisable for them to send a Sheriff’s deputy to the Elko
District Office to explain the wishes of the private property owner to those individuals.
The dispatcher said that she would take this up with her supervisor.

9. On Saturday July 17, 2010, I was on patrol duty.  At around 13:00 hours I had pulled up
alongside another patrol vehicle driven by Federal Law Enforcement Officer Jerry
Vanderpool on the road leading to the private lands owned by IL Ranch (this area is also
known as Desert Ranch).  While I was chatting with Officer Vanderpool, we noticed dust
in the distance.  Eventually we observed a vehicle disappear from view (in the general
area of the reservoir) and then reappear some 10 minutes later.  We assumed it was a staff
vehicle that stopped at the reservoir.  However, as the vehicle approached we noted that it
was a silver colored SUV and that it was not a government vehicle.

10. The vehicle stopped approximately 50 feet or so from our stationary vehicles.  Our two
vehicles were stopped on the road and occupied approximately 2/3 of the roadway, with
sufficient room for another vehicle to pass in the opposite direction.

11. After the vehicle stopped, I exited my vehicle and approached the SUV.  Upon reaching
the SUV, I recognized the two individuals in the vehicle: the driver was a woman named
Denize and the passenger was a woman named Elyse I had previously seen at the Calico
gather.  I did not recognize the woman sitting in the back seat, whom I have since learned
is Laura Leigh.

12. Officer Vanderpool's vehicle dashboard recorder and belt microphone recorded footage
of the encounter with three occupants of the vehicle.  Copies of the recording can be
made available on request.  At no time during the encounter did I attempt to intimidate or
harass any of the three occupants of the vehicle.  I did not personally make any
statements at any time to the occupants of the vehicle that they would be arrested if they
went on to private property.  Nor did I personally hear anyone else—Jerry Vanderpool or
the Elko County Sheriff’s Deputy who subsequently arrived at the site--make such a
statement to anyone in the vehicle.  I did not make any statements to the occupants of the
vehicle regarding land ownership or where they could or could not be, nor did I ever state
that they risked arrest if they proceeded. My entire encounter with the occupants of the
vehicle lasted less than eleven minutes.   I did not have any further contact at any other
point in the day with the occupants of the SUV.

13. I was also assigned to provide law enforcement support for BLM's public observation day
that took place on July 23, 2010.  We met with participants in Midas, Nevada to escort
them to the gather site.  I was also present at the gather site during the entire public
observation period.  Ms. Leigh was one of the participants.  She introduced herself to the
group in Midas, was escorted to the gather site along with the other participants, and
observed gather activities during the public observation day.





I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  Signed this 23rd day of
July, 2010 in Winnemucca, Nevada.

/s/ Randall Reader

       Randall Reader




